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Objectives

• Role played by Canadian anesthesiologists 
in 3 organizations
– Academy of Anesthesiology
– International Anesthesia Research Society
– World Federation of Societies of 

Anesthesiologists
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3rd meeting 1931

• Hosted in Toronto by Easson Brown,  
Charles Robson & Harry Shields

• Hosted in Montreal by Wesley Bourne, 
Harold Griffith & Charles Stewart

• Harold Griffith Montreal 1930
• Wesley Bourne Montreal 1931
• Charles le Roque Montreal 1931
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Anaesthetists’ Travel Club Meeting 1935
Standing L to R

Easson Brown 3rd

Wesley Bourne 5th

Harold Griffith 7th

John Blezard 9th

Sitting L to R
Ralph Waters 1st

John Lundy 5th
Charles Stewart 6th



1937 Meeting Montreal & Toronto

• Visit to Sick Kids
• Presentations by Dr CH Best &

Sir Frederick Banting
• Football game Ottawa v Argos 15-11



Fun things they did

• Bootlegger 1930 
• University football game 1933
• Empire State Building 1934
• Radio City Music Hall 1934
• Police Headquarters: “Anesthesia used for 

criminal purposes with case reports”
• Sing Sing Prison
• Football Yale v Penn
• 1935 New Orleans Sugar Bowl





1938 Meeting, Madison

• David Aikenhead Winnipeg
• Bev Leech Regina



1952 Meeting

• Active membership had increased to 30
• Too big to continue with the visits
• Formed the Academy of Anesthesiology
• Harold Griffith elected 1st VP
• Harry Shields elected Hon VP
• Charles Robson Hon Treas





Canadian Presidents of the Academy

• Harry Shields*
• Rod Gordon*
• Stanley Campbell*
• Richard Gilbert*
• Alan Conn
• Emerson Moffitt
• Ian Purkis*

• Germain Houle*
• Doug Crowell*
• Brendan Finucane
• Ron Gregg*
• Bill Pope
• Gerry Goresky
• Angela Enright*



Canadian Recipients of the Citation of 
Merit of AA

• Harold Griffith
• Rod Gordon
• Emerson Moffitt



President of ASA
Wesley Bourne 1942

Canadian Recipient of Distinguished 
Service Award of ASA

Harold Griffith 1959



• 1919 NARS
• 1922 Current Researches in 

Anesthesia & Analgesia
• 1925 IARS

• To initiate & foster research
• To establish the Int Research 

Foundation
• To extend publication of the 

literature of anesthesia







Canadian Board Members IARS
• Don Warren       Hamilton  1925-41
• Harry Shields    Toronto     1942-46
• Kenneth Heard*     Toronto     1947-48
• Harold Griffith**   Montreal   1948-61
• Emerson Moffitt* Halifax      1974-89
• Douglas Craig* Winnipeg 1978-96
• David Bevan* Vancouver 1991-05
• Adrian Gelb* London       1995-07
• Davy Cheng* London 2007-
• Bev Orser Toronto 2013 -



1993



IARS Research Awards

• >$14 million for research since 1983
• >200 projects funded
• SMART Tots





Frontiers in Anesthesia Award
$500,000 US

Anaesthetics, Second Messenger 
Systems and Ligand-gated Receptors 



Canadian Award Winners

IARS Mentored Research Award: $175,000
2013 
Sinziana Avramescu U of Toronto
Gerard Curley U of Toronto
2016
Daniel McIsaac U of Ottawa

SCA –IARS Mid-Career Grant
2010 Greg Hare U of Toronto



Canadian Award Winners

Achievement in Education Award
2013 Vincent Chan U of Toronto
Clinical Scholar Research Awards
1999 Pierre Fiset McGill
2001 Thomas SchrickerMcGill
2005 David Ansley UBC





1st World Congress
1955

All roads lead to 
Scheveningen

Harold Griffith elected 
1st President WFSA

Support from IARS 
essential

26 countries



Aims of WFSA

• “To make available the highest standard of 
anesthesia to all peoples of the world”

• Assist the formation of national societies
• Dissemination of scientific information
• Standards of training
• Opportunities for training
• Encourage research
• Establish safety measures
• Advise when asked





Organizing Committee 1960
R.A Gordon Chair
S. M Campbell Programme
S.J Heron Registration & Housing
R.H Meredith Social Events
J.M MacKay Translation
S.L Vanderwater Finances
J.M Shapely Scientific Exhibits
A.W Conn Commercial Exhibits
Mrs H.W Boyes Ladies Committee
Miss E.R Cambell Secretary



2nd World Congress

• Royal York Hotel
• > 2000 delegates
• 152 papers
• 36 member societies
• >12,000 members
• Rod Gordon elected 

Chair of EXCO





9th WCA 1988



12th WCA Montreal 2000



Organizing 
Committee

Angela Enright: Chair
John Cowan: Treas
Gordon Sellery: Fellows
Jean Taillefer: Social
David Bevan: Science
David Morison:   Exhibit
John Clark:     Marketing
Pierre Limoges: PR
Serge Lenis: Pres CAS
Tony Boulton:  Past Pres
Angela Snider:  Exec Dir



Montreal 2000

• >10,000 participants
• >1600 Canadians
• >1000 Latin Americans
• 9 concurrent sessions
• 1st Workshops
• French, English and Spanish
• CME credits by IARS
• International Fellowships 53 from 41 countries



Challenges in the 
Developing World
Prof Thara Tritrakarn

Is Professional Self-
Regulation Doomed?
Dr Margaret Branthwaite

Research is Important
Dr David Bevan



From 2000………
David Bevan Chair of EXCO
Angela Enright Chair of Education Committee
John Cowan Finance Committee



……to 2008

Angela Enright
elected
President WFSA



…to 2016
• Pierre Fiset Council
• Davy Cheng Chair Scientific Committee
• Bev Orser Safety & Quality Committee
• Dylan Bould Education Committee
• Jason McVicar Pain Committee
• David Rosen Pediatric Committee
• Greg Klar Publications Committee
• Ron George Obstetric Committee
• David McKnight Constitution Committee





WFSA Workforce Survey
Physician anesthesia providers per 100,000 pop



Education



Education

• SAFE –OB, SAFE –Paeds, SAFE-OR
• Train the Trainers
• Essential Pain Management
• Update in Anaesthesia
• Tutorial of the Week
• Anesthesia & Analgesia GH Section



Safety & Quality

• International Standards for a Safe Practice of 
Anaesthesia

• Guidelines for tendering for anesthesia 
machines

• Partner with ICRC to produce Anaesthesia
Handbook

• Occupational Wellbeing in Anesthesiologists
• Lifebox



Lifebox
• Surgical safety checklist

Infection reduction
“Clean Cut”
Innovation
Fellowships
Pneumonia





1894-1985
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